
 
 

BOROUGH OF SPRING LAKE  

Watering Guidelines for New ROW Trees 
   

 

As a homeowner, it is your responsibility to water your new right-of-way (ROW) tree.  This is vital to its 
health, especially during the first three years after it is planted.   Please note that if a tree planted by the 
Borough in your right of way fails due to lack of water, the Borough will decline further requests by you 
for any additional trees. The following guidelines apply to all trees planted in ROWs by the Borough:   
 

• Lawn sprinklers are almost worthless for watering trees. Don’t assume that sprinkler systems will suffice; 
unfortunately, they don’t!   Sprinklers are designed to water wide spaces, but only shallowly – just an inch 
or so deep, which is fine for grass.  New trees are just the opposite: the root systems of newly planted and 
immature trees are typically buried a foot to two-feet deep and extend just a foot or two out from the tree. 
 

• To adequately water your new tree(s) you’ll need a hose that reaches your tree(s) and is attached to a water 
spigot.  And we highly recommend that you use the green “Treegator” bag(s) that the Borough provided 
when your new trees were planted (read more about using these bags at https://treegator.com/pages/tree-
watering-tips).   They hold up to 15 gallons and typically release their water over 5 to 9 hours. 
 

• The schedule for watering young trees varies over time and depending on the weather: 
 

o In the first week after a tree is planted, try to water each and every day, ideally filling your Treegator 
bag each time.   Trees need plenty of water in the first week to help them get over the shock of being 
transplanted. 
 

o After the first week, water the trees two or three times each week throughout the first spring,  summer, 
and early autumn.  Of course, if there’s a period of drenching rain, you can skip watering until the rain 
ends.   However, you may need to three or more waterings a week during droughts or especially hot 
weather.  Continue watering until the leaves drop in autumn; then stop during winter. 

 
o In your second year, continue using the Treegator bag, watering deeply once or twice a week during the 

spring, summer, and autumn.   More during hot, dry weather, and less during rainy periods. 
 

o In the third and fourth years after planting, try to water weekly during hot or dry periods. 
 

o After four years, most shade trees are able to thrive on their own.  However, in periods of extended hot 
dry weather – like the summer of 2024! – keep a close eye on your trees and water them deeply and 
frequently as soon as they show any sign of stress, such as leaf-drop or leaf-browning or curling.   When 
in doubt, water! 

 
  (Revised and Updated: April 2025) 

 

https://treegator.com/pages/tree-watering-tips
https://treegator.com/pages/tree-watering-tips

